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Men and women 150 years ago grappled with information overload by making scrapbooks-the ancestors of
Google and blogging. From Abraham Lincoln to Susan B. Anthony, African American janitors to
farmwomen, abolitionists to Confederates, people cut out and pasted down their reading. Writing with
Scissors opens a new window into the feelings and thoughts of ordinary and extraordinary Americans. Like
us, nineteenth-century readers spoke back to the media, and treasured what mattered to them.

In this groundbreaking book, Ellen Gruber Garvey reveals a previously unexplored layer of American
popular culture, where the proliferating cheap press touched the lives of activists and mourning parents, and
all who yearned for a place in history. Scrapbook makers documented their feelings about momentous public
events such as living through the Civil War, mediated through the newspapers. African Americans and
women's rights activists collected, concentrated, and critiqued accounts from a press that they did not control
to create "unwritten histories" in books they wrote with scissors. Whether scrapbook makers pasted their
clippings into blank books, sermon collections, or the pre-gummed scrapbook that Mark Twain invented,
they claimed ownership of their reading. They created their own democratic archives.

Writing with Scissors argues that people have long had a strong personal relationship to media. Like
newspaper editors who enthusiastically "scissorized" and reprinted attractive items from other newspapers,
scrapbook makers passed their reading along to family and community. This book explains how their
scrapbooks underlie our present-day ways of thinking about information, news, and what we do with it.
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From reader reviews:

Doris McNeal:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Writing with
Scissors: American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance suitable to you? The actual
book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Writing with Scissors: American
Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissanceis the one of several books that will everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Leslie Bennett:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Writing with Scissors: American
Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance is simple to develop you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dominic Maddock:

You can get this Writing with Scissors: American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Judith Ellis:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Writing with Scissors: American
Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is
to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Writing with
Scissors: American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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