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At the beginning of 1965, the U.S. seemed on the cusp of a golden age. Although Americans had been
shocked by the assassination in 1963 of President Kennedy, they exuded a sense of consensus and optimism
that showed no signs of abating. Indeed, political liberalism and interracial civil rights activism made it
appear as if 1965 would find America more progressive and unified than it had ever been before. In January
1965, President Lyndon Johnson proclaimed that the country had “no irreconcilable conflicts.”

Johnson, who was an extraordinarily skillful manager of Congress, succeeded in securing an avalanche of
Great Society legislation in 1965, including Medicare, immigration reform, and a powerful Voting Rights
Act. But as esteemed historian James T. Patterson reveals in The Eve of Destruction, that sense of harmony
dissipated over the course of the year. As Patterson shows, 1965 marked the birth of the tumultuous era we
now know as “The Sixties,” when American society and culture underwent a major transformation. Turmoil
erupted in the American South early in the year, when police attacked civil rights demonstrators in Selma,
Alabama. Many black leaders, outraged, began to lose faith in nonviolent and interracial strategies of protest.
Meanwhile, the U.S. rushed into a deadly war in Vietnam, inciting rebelliousness at home. On August 11th,
five days after Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act, racial violence exploded in the Watts area of Los
Angeles. The six days of looting and arson that followed shocked many Americans and cooled their
enthusiasm for the president’s remaining initiatives. As the national mood darkened, the country became
deeply divided. By the end of 1965, a conservative resurgence was beginning to redefine the political scene
even as developments in popular music were enlivening the Left.

In The Eve of Destruction, Patterson traces the events of this transformative year, showing how they
dramatically reshaped the nation and reset the course of American life.
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From reader reviews:

Jean McFerren:

The actual book The Eve of Destruction: How 1965 Transformed America has a lot details on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this book.

Shad Broussard:

The book untitled The Eve of Destruction: How 1965 Transformed America contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice study.

Rosemary Lafleur:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of several books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Eve of Destruction: How 1965
Transformed America. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Penny Stout:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the The Eve of Destruction: How 1965 Transformed America when you needed
it?
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