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The Islamic scientific tradition has been described many times in accounts of Islamic civilization and general
histories of science, with most authors tracing its beginnings to the appropriation of ideas from other ancient
civilizations -- the Greeks in particular. In this thought-provoking and original book, George Saliba argues
that, contrary to the generally accepted view, the foundations of Islamic scientific thought were laid well
before Greek sources were formally translated into Arabic in the ninth century. Drawing on an account by
the tenth-century intellectual historian Ibn al-Naidm that is ignored by most modern scholars, Saliba suggests
that early translations from mainly Persian and Greek sources outlining elementary scientific ideas for the
use of government departments were the impetus for the development of the Islamic scientific tradition. He
argues further that there was an organic relationship between the Islamic scientific thought that developed in
the later centuries and the science that came into being in Europe during the Renaissance.Saliba outlines the
conventional accounts of Islamic science, then discusses their shortcomings and proposes an alternate
narrative. Using astronomy as a template for tracing the progress of science in Islamic civilization, Saliba
demonstrates the originality of Islamic scientific thought. He details the innovations (including new
mathematical tools) made by the Islamic astronomers from the thirteenth to sixteenth centuries, and offers
evidence that Copernicus could have known of and drawn on their work. Rather than viewing the rise and
fall of Islamic science from the often-narrated perspectives of politics and religion, Saliba focuses on the
scientific production itself and the complex social, economic, and intellectual conditions that made it
possible.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Nehring:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Islamic Science and the Making
of the European Renaissance (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) will make
you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Shirley Parker:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology), you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

William Copeland:

The reserve with title Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance (Transformations:
Studies in the History of Science and Technology) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Karen Morris:

Exactly why? Because this Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance (Transformations:
Studies in the History of Science and Technology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other



book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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