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In its long history, the English language has had many lawmakers--those who have tried to regulate or
otherwise organize the way we speak. Proper Words in Proper Places offers the first narrative history of
these endeavors and shows clearly that what we now regard as the only "correct" way to speak emerged out
of specific historical and social conditions over the course of centuries. As historian Jack Lynch has
discovered, every rule has a human history and the characters peopling his narrative are as interesting for
their obsession as for their erudition: the sharp-tongued satirist Jonathan Swift, who called for a government-
sponsored academy to issue rulings on the language; the polymath Samuel Johnson, who put dictionaries on
a new footing; the eccentric Hebraist Robert Lowth, the first modern to understand the workings of biblical
poetry; the crackpot linguist John Horne Tooke, whose bizarre theories continue to baffle scholars; the
chemist and theologian Joseph Priestly, whose political radicalism prompted violent riots; the ever-crotchety
Noah Webster, who worked to Americanize the English language; the long-bearded lexicographer James A.
H. Murray, who devoted his life to a survey of the entire language in the Oxford English Dictionary; and the
playwright George Bernard Shaw, who worked without success to make English spelling rational.

Grammatical "rules" or "laws" are not like the law of gravity, or even laws against murder and theft--they're
more like rules of etiquette, made by fallible people and subject to change. Witty, smart, full of passion for
the world's language, Proper Words in Proper Places will entertain and educate in equal measure.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Deans:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of
'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Mark Gallegos:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The
Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park. All type of book are you able to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

William McNeill:

The actual book The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to
South Park will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The
Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Harold Fleming:

Exactly why? Because this The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from
Shakespeare to South Park is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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