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In 1964, at age forty, Marcel Broodthaers (1924--1976) proclaimed that his years of writing poetry -- of
being "good for nothing," in his words -- were over, and a brief but dazzling artistic career began.
Considered a founding father of institutional critique, Broodthaers created hundreds of objects, books, films,
photographs and exhibitions, including a "fictive" museum of modern art that evolved from an installation in
his own home to a massive exhibition of over three hundred works representing eagles. In The Absence of
Work, Rachel Haidu argues that all of Broodthaers's art is defined by its relationship to language. His
perception of his poetry's "failure to communicate" led him to explore in his art the noncommunicative,
nontransparent uses of words.

Haidu's characterization of Broodthaers's contribution to institutional critique represents a major departure
from the usual approach to this movement. With The Absence of Work, one of the first monographs on
Broodthaers in English, Haidu demystifies a crucial and enigmatic figure in postwar and contemporary art.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Counts:

The book The Absence of Work: Marcel Broodthaers, 1964-1976 (October Books) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
The Absence of Work: Marcel Broodthaers, 1964-1976 (October Books) for being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Absence of Work: Marcel
Broodthaers, 1964-1976 (October Books). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Patricia Skinner:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Absence of Work: Marcel Broodthaers, 1964-1976 (October Books) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Eliza Gold:

This The Absence of Work: Marcel Broodthaers, 1964-1976 (October Books) is brand new way for you who
has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The Absence
of Work: Marcel Broodthaers, 1964-1976 (October Books) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Rachel Haley:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Absence of Work: Marcel Broodthaers,
1964-1976 (October Books) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or



perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes The Absence of Work: Marcel Broodthaers, 1964-1976 (October
Books) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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