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During only a few months in 1980, 125,000 Cubans entered the United States as part of a massive migration
known as the Mariel boatlift. The images of boats of all sizes, in various conditions, filled with Cubans of all
colors and ages, triggered a media storm. Fleeing Cuba’s repressive government, many homosexual men and
women arrived in the United States only to face further obstacles. Deemed “undesirables” by the U.S. media,
the Cuban state, and Cuban Americans already living in Miami, these new entrants marked a turning point in
Miami’s Cuban American and gay histories.

In Oye Loca, Susana Peña investigates a moment of cultural collision. Drawing from first-person stories of
Cuban Americans as well as government documents and cultural texts from both the United States and Cuba,
Peña reveals how these discussions both sensationalized and silenced the gay presence, giving way to a
Cuban American gay culture. Through an examination of the diverse lives of Cuban and Cuban American
gay men, we learn that Miami’s gay culture was far from homogeneous. By way of in-depth interviews,
participant observation, and archival analysis, Peña shows that the men who crowded into small apartments
together, bleached their hair with peroxide, wore housedresses in the street, and endured ruthless insults
challenged what it meant to be Cuban in Miami.

Making a critical incision through the study of heteronormativity, homosexualities, and racialization,
ultimately Oye Loca illustrates how a single historical event helped shape the formation of an entire ethnic
and sexual landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Often the book Oye Loca: From the Mariel Boatlift to Gay Cuban Miami has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Dee Alaniz:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Oye Loca: From
the Mariel Boatlift to Gay Cuban Miami which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.

John Lopez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book Oye Loca: From the Mariel Boatlift to Gay Cuban Miami was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.

Bella Singer:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Oye Loca: From the Mariel Boatlift to Gay Cuban
Miami or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Oye Loca: From the Mariel Boatlift to Gay Cuban Miami to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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