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On May 22, 1863, after two failed attempts to take the city of Vicksburg by assault, Major General Ulysses
S. Grant declared in a letter to the commander of the Union fleet on the Mississippi River that "the nature of
the ground about Vicksburg is such that it can only be taken by a siege." The 47-day siege of Vicksburg
orchestrated by Grant resulted in the eventual surrender of the city and fulfilled a major strategic goal for the
Union: command of the Mississippi River for the remainder of the war. In this revealing volume, Michael B.
Ballard offers the first in-depth exploration of Grant's thoughts and actions during this critical operation,
providing a never-before-seen portrait of the general in the midst of one of his most notable achievements.

After an overview of Grant's early Civil War career from his first battle through the early stages of the
attacks on Vicksburg, Ballard describes in detail how Grant conducted the siege, examining his military
decisions, placement of troops, strategy and tactics, engineering objectives, and relationships with other
officers. Grant's worried obsession with a perceived danger of a rear attack by Joseph Johnston's Confederate
army, Ballard shows, affected his decision making, and shows how threats of Confederate action occupied
more of Grant's time than did the siege itself.

In addition, Ballard soundly dispels a false story about Grant's alleged drinking binge early in the siege that
has been taken as truthful by many historians, examines how racism in Grant's army impacted the lives of
freed black people and slaves in the Vicksburg area, and explores Grant's strained relationship with John
McClernand, a politically appointed general from Illinois. The audiobook concludes with the surrender of
Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, the expulsion of Johnston and his army from the region, and demonstrates the
impact of the siege on the outcome on the short and long-terms of Grant's military career.

By analyzing Grant's personality during the siege and how he dealt with myriad issues as both a general and
an administrator, Grant at Vicksburg offers a revealing rendering of the legendary general.

This audiobook is published by Southern Illinois University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hager:

Here thing why this kind of Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Grant at
Vicksburg: The General and the Siege. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege in
e-book can be your option.

Edward Suniga:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book.
One of them is this Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege.

Jesus Curry:

The publication with title Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Adam Blandford:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Grant at Vicksburg: The
General and the Siege has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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