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Demonstrates how written and visual representations worked to construct definitions of ethnicity in
midcentury America.

Fifties Ethnicities brings together a variety of texts to explore what it meant to be American in the middle of
“America’s Century.” In a series of comparative readings that draws on novels, television programs, movie
magazines, and films, Tracy Floreani crosses generic boundaries to show how literature and mass media
worked to mold concepts of ethnicity in the 1950s. Revisiting well-known novels of the period, such as
Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita and Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, as well as less-studied works, such as William
Saroyan’s Rock Wagram and C. Y. Lee’s The Flower Drum Song (the original source of the more famous
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical), Floreani investigates how the writing of ethnic identity called into
question the ways in which signifiers of Americanness also inherently privileged whiteness. By putting these
novels into conversation with popular media narratives such as I Love Lucy, the author offers an in-depth
examination of the boundaries and possibilities for participating in American culture in an era that greatly
influenced national ideas about identity. While midcentury mass media presented an undeniably engaging
vision of American success, national belonging, and guidelines for cultural citizenship, Floreani argues that
minority writers and artists were, at the same time, engaging that vision and implicitly participating in its
construction.

“Though studies of ethnicity have almost reached a saturation point, this decade offered Floreani the
opportunity to give these studies a new lease on life.” — American Studies

“This well-written, thorough analysis is ideal for those interested in race theory, modern American popular
culture, or consumer culture … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

Tracy Floreani is Professor of English at Oklahoma City University.
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From reader reviews:

Herb Baker:

The book untitled Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in
Multiethnic Literature) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy
to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Shirley Wales:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic
Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature) which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Verna Tubbs:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at
Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look
at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
should have Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in
Multiethnic Literature).

Jennifer Smith:

You can find this Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in
Multiethnic Literature) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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