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One of the most colorful characters in modern history, Catherine II of Russia began her life as a minor
German princess, until the childless Empress Elizabeth and Catherine's own scheming mother married her
off to the Grand Duke Peter of Russia at age sixteen. By thirty-three, she had overthrown her husband in a
bloodless coup and established herself as Empress of the multinational Russian Empire, the largest territorial
political unit in modern history.
Portrayed both as a political genius who restored to Russia the glory it had known in the days of Peter the
Great and as a despotic foreign adventuress who usurped the Russian throne, murdered her rivals, and
tyrannized her subjects, she was, by all accounts, an extraordinary woman. Catherine the Great, the first
popular biography of the empress based on contemporary scholarship, provides a vivid portrait of Catherine
as a mother, a lover, and, above all, an extremely savvy ruler. Concentrating on her long reign (1762-96),
John Alexander examines all aspects of Catherine's life and career: the brilliant political strategies by which
she won the acceptance of a nationalistic elite; her expansive foreign policy; the domestic reforms with
which she revamped the Russian military, political structure, and economy; and, of course, her infamous love
life.
Beginning with an account of the dramatic palace revolt by which Catherine unseated her husband and a
background chapter describing the circumstances of her early childhood and marriage, Alexander then
proceeds chronologically through the thirty-four years of her reign. Presenting Catherine in more human
terms than previous biographers have, Alexander includes numerous quotations from her reminiscences and
notes. We learn, for instance, not only the names and number of her lovers, but her understanding of what
many considered a shocking licentiousness. "The trouble is," she wrote, "that my heart would not willingly
remain one hour without love."
The result of twenty years' research by one of America's leading narrative historians of modern Russia, this
truly impressive work offers a much-needed, balanced reappraisal of one of history's most scandal-ridden
figures.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Catherine the Great: Life and
Legend (Oxford University Press Paperback) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Susan Romero:

The experience that you get from Catherine the Great: Life and Legend (Oxford University Press Paperback)
is the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Catherine the Great: Life and Legend
(Oxford University Press Paperback) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific
Catherine the Great: Life and Legend (Oxford University Press Paperback) instantly.

Robert Reynolds:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Catherine the Great: Life and Legend (Oxford University Press Paperback) as
the daily resource information.

Bruce Harrison:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Catherine the Great: Life and Legend (Oxford University Press Paperback) the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Catherine the Great: Life and Legend (Oxford University Press
Paperback) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this



extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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