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An investigation of policy preferences in the U.S. and how group opinion affects political representation. 

While it is often assumed that policymakers favor the interests of some citizens at the expense of others, it is
not always evident when and how groups’ interests differ or what it means when they do. Who Gets
Represented? challenges the usual assumption that the preferences of any one group—women, African
Americans, or the middle class—are incompatible with the preferences of other groups. The book analyzes
differences across income, education, racial, and partisan groups and investigates whether and how
differences in group opinion matter with regard to political representation.

Part I examines opinions among social and racial groups. Relying on an innovative matching technique,
contributors Marisa Abrajano and Keith Poole link respondents in different surveys to show that racial and
ethnic groups do not, as previously thought, predictably embrace similar attitudes about social welfare.
Katherine Cramer Walsh finds that, although preferences on health care policy and government intervention
are often surprisingly similar across class lines, different income groups can maintain the same policy
preferences for different reasons. Part II turns to how group interests translate into policy outcomes, with a
focus on differences in representation between income groups. James Druckman and Lawrence Jacobs
analyze Ronald Reagan’s response to private polling data during his presidency and show how different
electorally significant groups—Republicans, the wealthy, religious conservatives—wielded disproportionate
influence on Reagan’s policy positions. Christopher Wlezien and Stuart Soroka show that politicians’
responsiveness to the preferences of constituents within different income groups can be surprisingly even-
handed. Analyzing data from 1876 to the present, Wesley Hussey and John Zaller focus on the important role
of political parties, vis-à-vis constituents’ preferences, for legislators’ behavior.

Who Gets Represented? upends several long-held assumptions, among them the growing conventional
wisdom that income plays in American politics and the assumption that certain groups will always—or will
never—have common interests. Similarities among group opinions are as significant as differences for
understanding political representation. Who Gets Represented? offers important and surprising answers to
the question it raises.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Who Gets Represented? will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

John Caldwell:

The book Who Gets Represented? can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Who Gets Represented?? Several
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Who Gets Represented? has simple shape
but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

James Walton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Who Gets Represented? guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still skepticism Who Gets Represented? as good book but not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ronald Tanaka:

You may get this Who Gets Represented? by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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