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A study of the reflexive relationship between music and language in the nineteenth century, this book
maintains a discrete historical focus while drawing upon an aesthetic going back to problems of epic delivery
in ancient Greece. Reading Romantic reactions to music together with linguistic and economic conflicts
brought about by the rise of journalism, the book pursues the tension around performativity that both
connects and separates music and writing.

Franz Liszt is the organizing figure in this detailed study of music in Heine and Baudelaire. The acclaimed
virtuoso functions both as a metaphor for a musical mode of enunciation and as a historical referent. This
dual status dramatizes the struggle at the heart of nineteenth-century aesthetics between poetic self-reference
and realism's efforts to report the world accurately. Debates surrounding Liszt pinpoint the conflict between
the view that locates sense in the process of its production and the contrary judgment privileging a stable
meaning over the exteriority of its execution. This dualism also articulates the problematic relationship of the
individual to general social and linguistic structures.

The book's analyses of nineteenth-century theories of correspondence, along with the thematization of the
"other arts," point to the limitations of analogy, the impossibility of a general theory of art, and a crisis of
identity—that is, a shared non-identity—that can be the only common property among different discourses,
genres, and media. Virtuosity of the Nineteenth Century offers a fresh reading of relatively marginal texts by
canonical figures, addressing questions about the relation between the arts, the possibility of critical
description, and the function of performativity.
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From reader reviews:

Shanika Jeans:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Virtuosity of the Nineteenth Century: Performing
Music and Language in Heine, Liszt, and Baudelaire. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Virtuosity of the Nineteenth Century:
Performing Music and Language in Heine, Liszt, and Baudelaire. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Reginald Hunter:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Virtuosity of the Nineteenth Century: Performing
Music and Language in Heine, Liszt, and Baudelaire seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve Virtuosity of the Nineteenth Century: Performing Music and Language in Heine, Liszt, and
Baudelaire is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Virtuosity of
the Nineteenth Century: Performing Music and Language in Heine, Liszt, and Baudelaire. You never really
feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Ryan Fox:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Virtuosity of the Nineteenth
Century: Performing Music and Language in Heine, Liszt, and Baudelaire that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Virtuosity of the
Nineteenth Century: Performing Music and Language in Heine, Liszt, and Baudelaire become your own
starter.

Jason Buckley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very



important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Virtuosity of the Nineteenth Century:
Performing Music and Language in Heine, Liszt, and Baudelaire.
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