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Trading was the favorite occupation of the Maya, according to early Spanish observers such as Fray Diego
de Landa (1566). Yet scholars of the Maya have long dismissed trade—specifically, market exchange—as
unimportant. They argue that the Maya subsisted primarily on agriculture, with long-distance trade playing a
minor role in a largely non-commercialized economy.

The Ancient Maya Marketplace reviews the debate on Maya markets and offers compelling new evidence for
the existence and identification of ancient marketplaces in the Maya Lowlands. Its authors rethink the
prevailing views about Maya economic organization and offer new perspectives. They attribute the dearth of
Maya market research to two factors: persistent assumptions that Maya society and its rainforest
environment lacked complexity, and an absence of physical evidence for marketplaces—a problem that
plagues market research around the world.

Many Mayanists now agree that no site was self-sufficient, and that from the earliest times robust local and
regional exchange existed alongside long-distance trade. Contributors to this volume suggest that
marketplaces, the physical spaces signifying the presence of a market economy, did not exist for purely
economic reasons but served to exchange information and create social ties as well.

The Ancient Maya Marketplace offers concrete links between Maya archaeology, ethnohistory, and
contemporary cultures. Its in-depth review of current research will help future investigators to recognize and
document marketplaces as a long-standing Maya cultural practice. The volume also provides detailed
comparative data for premodern societies elsewhere in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

This The Ancient Maya Marketplace: The Archaeology of Transient Space usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Ancient Maya Marketplace:
The Archaeology of Transient Space can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Ancient Maya Marketplace: The Archaeology of Transient
Space giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Mary Goldstein:

The Ancient Maya Marketplace: The Archaeology of Transient Space can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
The Ancient Maya Marketplace: The Archaeology of Transient Space however doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Evelyn Roberts:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Ancient Maya Marketplace: The Archaeology of Transient Space can
make you really feel more interested to read.

Daniel Hayes:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book The Ancient Maya Marketplace: The Archaeology of Transient Space we can take more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book
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