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Studies of religion have a tendency to conceptualise 'the Spirit' and 'the Letter' as mutually exclusive and
intrinsically antagonistic. However, the history of religions abounds in cases where charismatic leaders
deliberately refer to and make use of writings. This book challenges prevailing scholarly notions of the
relationship between 'charisma' and 'institution' by analysing reading and writing practices in contemporary
Christianity. Taking up the continuing anthropological interest in Pentecostal-charismatic Christianity, and
representing the first book-length treatment of literacy practices among African Christians, this volume
explores how church leaders in Zambia refer to the Bible and other religious literature, and how they
organise a church bureaucracy in the Pentecostal-charismatic mode. Thus, by examining social processes and
conflicts that revolve around the conjunction of Pentecostal-charismatic and literacy practices in Africa,
Spirits and Letters reconsiders influential conceptual dichotomies in the social sciences and the humanities
and is therefore of interest not only to anthropologists but also to scholars working in the fields of African
studies, religious studies, and the sociology of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in
African Christianity. Try to make book Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in African
Christianity as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Cheri Whaley:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great and also important the book Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in
African Christianity. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Michael Medellin:

This book untitled Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in African Christianity to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from
your list.

Abigail Shelton:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in African Christianity can
be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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