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Tracing the intersection of religion, race, and power in Texas from Reconstruction through the rise of the
Religious Right and the failed presidential bid of Governor Rick Perry, Rough Country illuminates American
history since the Civil War in new ways, demonstrating that Texas’s story is also America’s. In particular,
Robert Wuthnow shows how distinctions between “us” and “them” are perpetuated and why they are so
often shaped by religion and politics.

Early settlers called Texas a rough country. Surviving there necessitated defining evil, fighting it, and
building institutions in the hope of advancing civilization. Religion played a decisive role. Today, more
evangelical Protestants live in Texas than in any other state. They have influenced every presidential election
for fifty years, mobilized powerful efforts against abortion and same-sex marriage, and been a driving force
in the Tea Party movement. And religion has always been complicated by race and ethnicity.

Drawing from memoirs, newspapers, oral history, voting records, and surveys, Rough Country tells the
stories of ordinary men and women who struggled with the conditions they faced, conformed to the customs
they knew, and on occasion emerged as powerful national leaders. We see the lasting imprint of slavery,
public executions, Jim Crow segregation, and resentment against the federal government. We also observe
courageous efforts to care for the sick, combat lynching, provide for the poor, welcome new immigrants, and
uphold liberty of conscience.

A monumental and magisterial history, Rough Country is as much about the rest of America as it is about
Texas.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Sierra:

Here thing why this specific Rough Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Rough Country: How Texas Became
America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Rough Country: How Texas Became America's
Most Powerful Bible-Belt State. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Rough Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful
Bible-Belt State in e-book can be your substitute.

Amanda Dell:

This book untitled Rough Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Fran Short:

Beside this specific Rough Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Rough Country: How Texas Became America's
Most Powerful Bible-Belt State because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Louis Chavez:

This Rough Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State is fresh way for you
who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Rough
Country: How Texas Became America's Most Powerful Bible-Belt State can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who



think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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