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Will ever-more sensitive screening tests for cancer lead to longer, better lives?  Will anticipating and trying
to prevent the future complications of chronic disease lead to better health?  Not always, says Robert
Aronowitz in Risky Medicine. In fact, it often is hurting us.  

Exploring the transformation of health care over the last several decades that has led doctors to become more
attentive to treating risk than treating symptoms or curing disease, Aronowitz shows how many aspects of
the health system and clinical practice are now aimed at risk reduction and risk control. He argues that this
transformation has been driven in part by the pharmaceutical industry, which benefits by promoting its
products to the larger percentage of the population at risk for a particular illness, rather than the smaller
percentage who are actually affected by it. Meanwhile, for those suffering from chronic illness, the
experience of risk and disease has been conflated by medical practitioners who focus on anticipatory
treatment as much if not more than on relieving suffering caused by disease. Drawing on such controversial
examples as HPV vaccines, cancer screening programs, and the cancer survivorship movement, Aronowitz
argues that patients and their doctors have come to believe, perilously, that far too many medical
interventions are worthwhile because they promise to control our fears and reduce uncertainty.   

 

Risky Medicine is a timely call for a skeptical response to medicine’s obsession with risk, as well as for
higher standards of evidence for risk-reducing interventions and a rebalancing of health care to restore an
emphasis on the actual curing of and caring for people suffering from disease.      
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From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Risky
Medicine: Our Quest to Cure Fear and Uncertainty book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Leslie Bergeron:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Risky Medicine: Our Quest to Cure
Fear and Uncertainty is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Alcock:

Beside this kind of Risky Medicine: Our Quest to Cure Fear and Uncertainty in your phone, it may give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Risky Medicine: Our Quest to Cure Fear and Uncertainty because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right
now!

Margaret Thompson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Risky Medicine: Our Quest to Cure Fear and Uncertainty can
give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Risky Medicine: Our Quest to Cure Fear and
Uncertainty.
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