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Mississippi State University was founded in 1878 and opened its doors in 1880 as a land-grant school de-
signed for teaching agriculture and mechanical arts. Building upon the work of John K. Bettersworth,
Michael B. Ballard traces the evolution of this institution. From the beginning, first president Stephen D. Lee
wanted to expand the university's vi-sion beyond agriculture and engineering. While admit-ting that these
should be the focal points, the school gra-dually introduced studies in the humanities.

The university evolved around the expectation of being the "People's Col-lege," drawing students from rural
areas and poor back-grounds and giving them a chance to succeed in higher education. There remains a
broad cross-section in the student body from many backgrounds, including a substantial number of African
American and international students. This kind of mix, which extends to the faculty, has strengthened the
research capabilities of the university and broadened the academic landscape in ways Lee never dreamed.

The author covers many other facets of MSU, such as how it has been affected by national events through
the years, including the Great Depression, World Wars I and II, and the civil rights movement of the 1960s.

Michael B. Ballard is the university archivist and coordinator of the Congressional and Political Research
Center at Mississippi State University. He is the author of numerous books on the Civil War, including
Pemberton: The General Who Lost Vicksburg and Civil War Mississippi: A Guide, both from University
Press of Mississippi.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Waite:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Maroon and White: Mississippi State University, 1878-2003 book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer connected with Maroon and White: Mississippi State University, 1878-2003 content conveys
prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Maroon and White: Mississippi State
University, 1878-2003 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Edith Macklin:

This book untitled Maroon and White: Mississippi State University, 1878-2003 to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Melissa Gusman:

Typically the book Maroon and White: Mississippi State University, 1878-2003 will bring someone to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Maroon and White:
Mississippi State University, 1878-2003 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Douglas Johnson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Maroon and
White: Mississippi State University, 1878-2003 which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.
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