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It is a paradox of American life that we are a highly urbanized nation filled with people deeply ambivalent
about urban life. An aversion to urban density and all that it contributes to urban life, and a perception that
the city was the place where "big government" first took root in America fostered what historian Steven
Conn terms the "anti-urban impulse." In response, anti-urbanists called for the decentralization of the city,
and rejected the role of government in American life in favor of a return to the pioneer virtues of
independence and self-sufficiency.

In this provocative and sweeping book, Conn explores the anti-urban impulse across the 20th century,
examining how the ideas born of it have shaped both the places in which Americans live and work, and the
anti-government politics so strong today. Beginning in the booming industrial cities of the Progressive era at
the turn of the 20th century, where debate surrounding these questions first arose, Conn examines the
progression of anti-urban movements. : He describes the decentralist movement of the 1930s, the attempt to
revive the American small town in the mid-century, the anti-urban basis of urban renewal in the 1950s and
'60s, and the Nixon administration's program of building new towns as a response to the urban crisis,
illustrating how, by the middle of the 20th century, anti-urbanism was at the center of the politics of the New
Right. Concluding with an exploration of the New Urbanist experiments at the turn of the 21st century, Conn
demonstrates the full breadth of the anti-urban impulse, from its inception to the present day. Engagingly
written, thoroughly researched, and forcefully argued, Americans Against the City is important reading for
anyone who cares not just about the history of our cities, but about their future as well.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

The book Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide Americans Against the City:
Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Evelyn Garcia:

This Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century is brand new way for you who
has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth Century can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Brent Campbell:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is Americans Against the City: Anti-Urbanism in the Twentieth
Century. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Enola Hudson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Americans Against the City:
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