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The choice to industrialize has changed the world more than any other decision in human history. And yet
the three prevailing explanations - the technical (new energy sources), the Marxist (new social relations), and
the neo-liberal (people became more industrious) - are inadequate in making sense of this fundamental
change. In mid-nineteenth-century Montreal, as in other early industrializing societies, change occurred as a
result of the choices people made when faced with unprecedented opportunities and constraints.

Montreal was the first colonial city to industrialize. Its overlapping French and English legal traditions mean
that people's actions were exceptionally well documented for a North American city. Robert Sweeny’s novel
reading of sources like city directories, ordinance surveys, monetary protests, and apprenticeship contracts
leads him to develop important critiques of both mainstream and progressive historiography. He shows how
the choice to industrialize was tied to the development of completely new ways of thinking about the world
on three inter-related levels: how should we relate to each other, to property, and to nature? In Montreal, as
in all the other early industrializing societies, thought preceded action. Sweeny illuminates the personal and
familial decisions that tens of thousands of people made by the mid-nineteenth century which already
prefigured much of what industrialized Montreal would look like in 1880.

At a moment when global conflict is tied to resources and climate change, Sweeny shows how fundamental
decision making can determine widespread social change. Informed by four decades of scholarship, Why
Did We Choose to Industrialize? Is a politically engaged argument about history, a sustained reflection on
sources and method in historical practice, and a singular vantage point on the ideas that have shaped
historical understandings of industrialization.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Permenter:

This Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études
d'histoire du Québec) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which
is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Why Did We Choose to
Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études d'histoire du Québec) without
we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of
Quebec/Études d'histoire du Québec) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Why Did We Choose to
Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études d'histoire du Québec) having
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Francis Garcia:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Why Did
We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études d'histoire du
Québec).

Jose Batey:

The actual book Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of
Quebec/Études d'histoire du Québec) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write
this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Pearl Minjares:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of
Quebec/Études d'histoire du Québec) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?



Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your
aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal,
1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec/Études d'histoire du Québec). You can more desirable than
now.
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