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The Wright brothers have long received the lion’s share of credit for inventing the airplane. But a California
scientist succeeded in flying gliders twenty years before the Wright’s powered flights at Kitty Hawk in 1903.
Quest for Flight reveals the amazing accomplishments of John J. Montgomery, a prolific inventor who
piloted the glider he designed in 1883 in the first controlled flights of a heavier-than-air craft in the Western
Hemisphere.

Re-examining the history of American aviation, Craig S. Harwood and Gary B. Fogel present the story of
human efforts to take to the skies. They show that history’s nearly exclusive focus on two brothers resulted
from a lengthy public campaign the Wrights waged to profit from their aeroplane patent and create a
monopoly in aviation. Countering the aspersions cast on Montgomery and his work, Harwood and Fogel
build a solidly documented case for Montgomery’s pioneering role in aeronautical innovation.

As a scientist researching the laws of flight, Montgomery invented basic methods of aircraft control and
stability, refined his theories in aerodynamics over decades of research, and brought widespread attention to
aviation by staging public demonstrations of his gliders. After his first flights near San Diego in the 1880s,
his pursuit continued through a series of glider designs. These experiments culminated in 1905 with
controlled flights in Northern California using tandem-wing Montgomery gliders launched from balloons.
These flights reached the highest altitudes yet attained, demonstrated the effectiveness of Montgomery’s
designs, and helped change society’s attitude toward what was considered “the impossible art” of aerial
navigation.

Inventors and aviators working west of the Mississippi at the turn of the twentieth century have not received
the recognition they deserve. Harwood and Fogel place Montgomery’s story and his exploits in the broader
context of western aviation and science, shedding new light on the reasons that California was the epicenter
of the American aviation industry from the very beginning.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Quest for Flight: John J. Montgomery and the Dawn
of Aviation in the West. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important any book Quest for Flight: John J. Montgomery and the Dawn of Aviation in the
West. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or
maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Margaret Burman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book Quest for Flight: John J. Montgomery and the Dawn of Aviation
in the West was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The book Quest for Flight: John J. Montgomery and the Dawn of Aviation in
the West is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with
the book Quest for Flight: John J. Montgomery and the Dawn of Aviation in the West. You never sense lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Richard Mendoza:

Often the book Quest for Flight: John J. Montgomery and the Dawn of Aviation in the West will bring you to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Quest for Flight: John J. Montgomery and
the Dawn of Aviation in the West is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jeff Keenan:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified
as of book Quest for Flight: John J. Montgomery and the Dawn of Aviation in the West. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.
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