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From 1936 to 1939, the New Deal's Federal Writers' Project collected life stories from more than 2,300
former African American slaves. These narratives are now widely used as a source to understand the lived
experience of those who made the transition from slavery to freedom. But in this examination of the project
and its legacy, Catherine A. Stewart shows it was the product of competing visions of the past, as ex-slaves'
memories of bondage, emancipation, and life as freedpeople were used to craft arguments for and against full
inclusion of African Americans in society. Stewart demonstrates how project administrators, such as the
folklorist John Lomax; white and black interviewers, including Zora Neale Hurston; and the ex-slaves
themselves fought to shape understandings of black identity. She reveals that some influential project
employees were also members of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, intent on memorializing the Old
South. Stewart places ex-slaves at the center of debates over black citizenship to illuminate African
Americans' struggle to redefine their past as well as their future in the face of formidable opposition.

By shedding new light on a critically important episode in the history of race, remembrance, and the legacy
of slavery in the United States, Stewart compels readers to rethink a prominent archive used to construct that
history.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

The book Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project to be your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like start and read a book Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the
Federal Writers' Project. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Donovan Houseman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Long Past Slavery:
Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Knight:

The reserve with title Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Audra Yoder:

This Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project is great guide for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt in which?
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