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Long recognized as more than the writings of a dozen or so philosophes, the Enlightenment created a new
secular culture populated by the literate and the affluent. Enamoured of British institutions, Continental
Europeans turned to the imported masonic lodges and found in them a new forum that was constitutionally
constructed and logically egalitarian. Originating in the Middle Ages, when stone-masons joined together to
preserve their professional secrets and to protect their wages, the English and Scottish lodges had by the
eighteenth century discarded their guild origins and become an international phenomenon that gave men and
eventually some women a place to vote, speak, discuss and debate. Margaret Jacob argues that the hundreds
of masonic lodges founded in eighteenth-century Europe were among the most important enclaves in which
modern civil society was formed. In France, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Britain men and women
freemasons sought to create a moral and social order based upon reason and virtue, and dedicated to the
principles of liberty and equality. A forum where philosophers met with men of commerce, government, and
the professions, the masonic lodge created new forms of self-government in microcosm, complete with
constitutions and laws, elections, and representatives. This is the first comprehensive history of
Enlightenment freemasonry, from the roots of the society's political philosophy and evolution in
seventeenth-century England and Scotland to the French Revolution. Based on never-before-used archival
sources, it will appeal to anyone interested in the birth of modernity in Europe or in the cultural milieu of the
European Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Cari Sexton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Living the Enlightenment:
Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Dustin Davis:

This book untitled Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide
from your list.

Wendy Fuller:

Often the book Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe has a lot
info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this book.

Dean Herbert:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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