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Western scholars and educators are generally far less familiar with the samurai in his original - and,
ostensibly, primary - role as warrior and master of arms than in his other functions as landowner, feudal lord,
literateur, or philosopher. Yet any attempt to comprehend fully the samurai without considering his military
abilities and training (bugei) is futile. Karl Friday combines the results of nearly two decades of fieldwork
and archival research to examine samurai martial culture from a broad perspective: as a historical
phenomenon, as a worldview, and as a system of physical, spiritual, and moral education. Legacies of the
Sword is the first attempt by a Westerner scholar trained both in bugei and in Japanese studies and historical
methodology to discuss this major and compelling component of Japanese culture. It presents a case study of
the Kashima-Shinryu, one of the oldest of the extant samurai training organizations, and was written in close
collaboration with its current headmaster, Seki Humitake. The volume illuminates the extraordinary
complexity of the bugei and the manner in which various physical, technical, psychological, and
philosophical factors merge to produce a coherent art that guides the lives of those who practice it.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Tritt:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima-
Shinryu and Samurai Martial Culture will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or appropriate book with you?

Camille Wolfe:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Legacies of the Sword: The
Kashima-Shinryu and Samurai Martial Culture book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Mary Stone:

The reason? Because this Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima-Shinryu and Samurai Martial Culture is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lisa Robinson:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Legacies of the Sword: The Kashima-
Shinryu and Samurai Martial Culture can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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