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Murder and miscarriage of justice in a rural community

The townsfolk of Logan, Ohio, a mined-out area of the Appalachian foothills, cheered as an innocent man
was convicted and sent to death row. The occasion was the conviction of Dale N. Johnston. His trial ended
nothing; the tragedies had just begun. What really happened on that bitter cold day in January 1984 was the
total collapse of the local criminal justice system.

It began with a lovers' quarrel. On October 4, 1982, Johnston's stepdaughter Annette Cooper Johnston an 18-
year-old beauty contestant, horsewoman, and aspiring computer programmer fought and quickly made up
with her 19-year-old boyfriend, Todd Schultz. They were last seen walking together on the C&O Railroad
tracks, crossing a trestle bridge over the Hocking River. Ten days later their mutilated torsos were found
floating in the river. The next day their heads and limbs were found buried in a cornfield between the river
and the tracks.

Dale Johnston was the sole suspect from the beginning. It took a year, but investigators and prosecutors built
a case against him, alleging he had kidnapped the victims near downtown Logan and killed them in the
presence of his wife and his other stepdaughter at their mobile home ten miles outside of town. He was
accused of butchering the corpses and carting them back to Logan for burial and disposal. The state's case
was built on rumors of an incestuous relationship between Johnston and Annette and was bolstered by a
hypnotized "eyewitness" and a disputed footprint expert. Most of what was presented at the three-week trial
was based on fabrications, melodramatic fiction, and forensic fairy tales. As a reporter for the Akron Beacon
Journal, author Bill Osinski covered the trial and was shocked by the guilty verdict.

After five years on death row, Johnston was released on appeal. Prosecutors were forced to dismiss the
charges, but Johnston and the rest of his family remained under a cloud of presumed guilt for nearly two
more decades. In 2008 two other men were indicted for the murders of Todd and Annette.

True crime buffs, historians, legal professionals, and readers who enjoy an extraordinary story will find
Guilty by Popular Demand a compelling addition to true crime literature.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hall:

This Guilty By Popular Demand: A True Story of Small-Town Injustice (True Crime History (Kent State))
book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. That Guilty By Popular Demand: A True Story of Small-
Town Injustice (True Crime History (Kent State)) without we know teach the one who looking at it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Guilty By Popular Demand: A True Story of
Small-Town Injustice (True Crime History (Kent State)) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Guilty By Popular Demand: A True Story of Small-Town Injustice (True Crime History (Kent
State)) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Raul Joyner:

Often the book Guilty By Popular Demand: A True Story of Small-Town Injustice (True Crime History
(Kent State)) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Guilty By
Popular Demand: A True Story of Small-Town Injustice (True Crime History (Kent State)) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Jennifer Stanley:

The book untitled Guilty By Popular Demand: A True Story of Small-Town Injustice (True Crime History
(Kent State)) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Catherine Graziani:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this Guilty By Popular Demand: A True Story of Small-Town Injustice (True Crime
History (Kent State)) can make you sense more interested to read.
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