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Chicago River Bridges presents the untold history and development of Chicago's iconic bridges, from the
first wood footbridge built by a tavern owner in 1832 to the fantastic marvels of steel, concrete, and
machinery of today. It is the story of Chicago as seen through its bridges, for it has been the bridges that
proved critical in connecting and reconnecting the people, industry, and neighborhoods of a city that is
constantly remaking itself. In this book, author Patrick T. McBriarty shows how generations of Chicagoans
built (and rebuilt) the thriving city trisected by the Chicago River and linked by its many crossings.
 
This comprehensive guidebook chronicles more than 175 bridges spanning 55 locations along the Main
Channel, South Branch, and North Branch of the Chicago River. With new full-color photography of
existing bridges and more than one hundred black and white images of bridges past, the book unearths the
rich history of Chicago's downtown bridges from the Michigan Avenue Bridge to the often forgotten bridges
that once connected thoroughfares such as Rush, Erie, Taylor, and Polk Streets.
 
Throughout, McBriarty delivers new research into the bridges' architectural designs, engineering
innovations, and their impact on Chicagoans' daily lives, explaining how the dominance of the "Chicago-
style" bascule drawbridge influenced the style and mechanics of bridges worldwide. Interspersed throughout
are the human dramas that played out on and around the bridges, such as the floods of 1849 and 1992, the
cattle crossing collapse of the Rush Street Bridge, or Vincent "The Schemer" Drucci's Michigan Avenue
Bridge jump. A confluence of Chicago history, urban design, and engineering lore, Chicago River Bridges
illustrates Chicago's significant contribution to drawbridge innovation and the city's emergence as the
drawbridge capital of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

The particular book Chicago River Bridges will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Chicago River Bridges is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Nicholas Walsh:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this Chicago River Bridges.

Lea Severino:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Chicago River Bridges can be
the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Edward Grimes:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Chicago River Bridges can make you really feel more interested to read.
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