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This book discusses the significance of late twentieth century and early twenty first century American fiction
written in response to the AIDS crisis and interrogates how sexual identity is depicted and constructed
textually. Pearl develops Freudian psychoanalytic theory in a complex account of the ways in which grief is
expressed and worked out in literature, showing how key texts from the AIDS crisis by authors such as
Edmund White, Michael Cunningham, Eve Sedgwick – and also, later, the archives of The ACT UP Oral
History Project - lie both within the tradition of gay writing and a postmodernist poetics. The book
demonstrates how literary texts both expose and construct personal identity, how they expose and produce
sexual identities, and how gay and queer identities were written onto the page, but also constructed and
consolidated by these very texts. Pearl argues that the division between realist and postmodern, and gay and
queer, respectively, is determined by whether the experience expressed and accounted is mediated through
the psychoanalytic categories of mourning or melancholia, and is marked by a kind of coherence or chaos in
the texts themselves. This study presents an important development in scholarly work in gay literary studies,
queer theory, and AIDS representation.
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From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

Typically the book AIDS Literature and Gay Identity: The Literature of Loss (Routledge Studies in
Twentieth-Century Literature) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to
write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Laura Grier:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually AIDS Literature and Gay Identity: The Literature of Loss (Routledge Studies in
Twentieth-Century Literature).

Dwight Bailey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be AIDS Literature and Gay Identity: The Literature of Loss
(Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Thomas Obrien:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The AIDS Literature and Gay Identity: The Literature of Loss (Routledge
Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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