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Widely acclaimed at the time of its publication, the life story of the most controversial, volatile,
misunderstood provision of the Bill of Rights.

At a time of increasing gun violence in America, Waldman’s book provoked a wide range of discussion. This
book looks at history to provide some surprising, illuminating answers.

The Amendment was written to calm public fear that the new national government would crush the state
militias made up of all (white) adult men—who were required to own a gun to serve. Waldman recounts the
raucous public debate that has surrounded the amendment from its inception to the present. As the country
spread to the Western frontier, violence spread too. But through it all, gun control was abundant. In the
twentieth century, with Prohibition and gangsterism, the first federal control laws were passed. In all four
separate times the Supreme Court ruled against a constitutional right to own a gun.

The present debate picked up in the 1970s—part of a backlash to the liberal 1960s and a resurgence of
libertarianism. A newly radicalized NRA entered the campaign to oppose gun control and elevate the status
of an obscure constitutional provision. In 2008, in a case that reached the Court after a focused drive by
conservative lawyers, the US Supreme Court ruled for the first time that the Constitution protects an
individual right to gun ownership. Famous for his theory of “originalism,” Justice Antonin Scalia twisted it
in this instance to base his argument on contemporary conditions.

In The Second Amendment: A Biography, Michael Waldman shows that our view of the amendment is set, at
each stage, not by a pristine constitutional text, but by the push and pull, the rough and tumble of political
advocacy and public agitation.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Second Amendment: A Biography.

Sheryl Hicks:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Second Amendment: A Biography, you could tells your family, friends and soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Mary Kenney:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Second Amendment: A Biography why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Antonio Sisson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Second
Amendment: A Biography.
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