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In this selection from over twenty years of reporting and writing, Ian Jack sets out to deal with contemporary
Britain - from national disasters to football matches to obesity - but is always drawn back in time, vexed by
the question of what came first.

In 'Women and Children First', watching the film Titanic leads into an investigation into the legend of
Wallace Henry Hartley, the famous band leader of the doomed liner, while 'The 12.10 to Leeds', a
magnificent report on the Hatfield rail crash, begins its hunt for clues in the eighteenth century in the search
for those responsible. Further afield, he finds vestiges of a vanished Britain in the Indian subcontinent,
meeting characters like maverick English missionary and linguist William Carey, credited with importing
India's first steam engine.

Full of the style, knowledge and intimacy that makes his work so special, this collection is the perfect
introduction to the work of one of the country's finest writers.
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From reader reviews:

Tommie Matthews:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book The Country Formerly Known as Great Britain was
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book The Country Formerly Known as Great Britain is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book The Country Formerly
Known as Great Britain. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Country
Formerly Known as Great Britain is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Daniel Scott:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Country Formerly Known as Great Britain as the
daily resource information.

Marjorie Calhoun:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled The Country Formerly Known as Great Britain your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Country Formerly Known as Great Britain
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for
your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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