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In Shakespeare and Abraham, Ken Jackson illuminates William Shakespeare’s dramatic fascination with the
story of Abraham’s near sacrifice of his son Isaac in Genesis 22. Themes of child killing fill Shakespeare’s
early plays: Genesis 22 informed Clifford’s attack on young Rutland in 3 Henry 6, Hubert’s providentially
thwarted murder of Arthur in King John, and Aaron the Moor’s surprising decision to spare his son amidst
the filial slaughters of Titus Andronicus, among others.

However, the playwright’s full engagement with the biblical narrative does not manifest itself exclusively in
scenes involving the sacrifice of children or in verbal borrowings from the famously sparse story of
Abraham. Jackson argues that the most important influence of Genesis 22 and its interpretive tradition is to
be found in the conceptual framework that Shakespeare develops to explore relationships among ideas of
religion, sovereignty, law, and justice. Jackson probes the Shakespearean texts from the vantage of modern
theology and critical theory, while also orienting them toward the traditions concerning Abraham in Jewish,
Pauline, patristic, medieval, and Reformation sources and early English drama. Consequently, the
playwright’s “Abrahamic explorations” become strikingly apparent in unexpected places such as the “trial”
of Shylock in The Merchant of Venice and the bifurcated structure of Timon of Athens.

By situating Shakespeare in a complex genealogy that extends from ancient religion to postmodern
philosophy, Jackson inserts Shakespeare into the larger contemporary conversation about religion in the
modern world.   

"Ken Jackson's Shakespeare and Abraham poses a powerful model for how a biblical hero can be recovered
within a number of divergent dramatic contexts—both Shakespearean and medieval—as well as in
philosophy and theology. Writing with great clarity about challenging ideas, Jackson has led us a great deal
closer to understanding the meanings that the binding of Isaac held for Shakespeare." —Julia Reinhard
Lupton, University of California, Irvine

"Ken Jackson’s powerfully argued book challenges us to rethink what religion may have meant to
Shakespeare and what it may yet come to mean for us. Neither secular nor orthodox, neither skeptical nor
pious, Jackson’s Shakespeare is nevertheless a passionately committed playwright deeply aware of the
inescapably religious dimensions of everyday life. Through a series of startling readings, Jackson shows
Shakespeare bearing witness to a desire for pure generosity that quickens even as it unsettles the three great
monotheisms. Shakespeare and Abraham is high-stakes criticism sure to provoke." —Gary Kuchar,
University of Victoria

“Ken Jackson’s timely book makes a forceful case for attending to Shakespeare’s engagement with the
Abrahamic roots of monotheism as a way of looking anew at some of the most perplexing moments in the
plays. Reevaluating the playwright’s attitude toward religion without getting bogged down in debates over
doctrinal commitments, Jackson gives us a Shakespeare deeply invested in religious questions, if not
religious controversy. Moving effortlessly among theological, literary, and philosophical works from
antiquity to the present, Jackson reveals that Shakespeare’s response to Abraham raises urgent questions
about the intersections of religion and culture in early modern England that are no less relevant today.”
—James A. Knapp, Edward Surtz, S.J., Professor of English, Loyola University Chicago



 

 Download Shakespeare and Abraham ...pdf

 Read Online Shakespeare and Abraham ...pdf

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0268032718
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0268032718
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0268032718
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0268032718
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0268032718
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0268032718
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0268032718
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0268032718


Download and Read Free Online Shakespeare and Abraham Ken Jackson

From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their own
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the park. They
actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your own free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Shakespeare and Abraham can be very good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Archie Moriarty:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Shakespeare and Abraham can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Christopher Hunnicutt:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Shakespeare and Abraham can make you feel more interested to read.

Roman Leonard:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Shakespeare and Abraham when you necessary it?
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