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Do you believe in God? Nine out of ten Americans unhesitatingly answer yes. But for Douglas Porpora, the
real questions begin where pollsters leave off. What, he asks, does religious belief actually mean in our
lives? Does it shape our identities and our actions? Or, despite our professions of faith, are we morally
adrift?

Landscapes of the Soul paints a disturbing picture of American spiritual life. In his search for answersto his
questions, Porpora interviewed clerks and executives, Jews, evangelical Christians, Buddhists, Taoists, and
even followers of Bhagwan Sri Rajneesh. He asked them about God, and about what they saw as their own
place in the universe. What he found was a widespread inability to articulate any grand meaning of life. We
lack heroesto inspire us. We lack a sense of calling, of transcendent purpose in our existence. Many of us
seem incapable of caring deeply about the suffering of others. Our society is permeated with moral
indifference. Y es, we are abelieving people, but God is often a distant abstraction and rarely an emotional
presence in our lives. Only such an emotional connection, Porpora argues, can be the basis of a genuine
moral vision.

Our emational estrangement from God and the sacred keeps us from caring about socia justice, keeps us
from wanting to change the world, keeps us enclosed in our own private worlds. Landscapes of the Soul isa
passionate call to broaden our spiritual and moral horizons, to raise our eyes to the greater reality that unites
usall.
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From reader reviews:
Howard Depriest:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant thing to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Landscapes of the Soul:
The Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Levi Ryan:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
al know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Mora
Meaning in American Life ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of
Mora Meaning in American Lifeis not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship while using book Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in American
Life. You never fedl lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ann Goddard:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Landscapes of the
Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in
American Lifeisthe main one of several booksin which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the
core of this reserve. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world within this book.

Nancy Royals:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people lovesto learn abook. When you study a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life provide you with a new experiencein



reading through a book.
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