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A bold argument that our "quest for cool" shapes modern culture and the global economy

Like it or not, we live in an age of conspicuous consumption. In a world of brand names, many of us judge
ourselves and others by the products we own. Teenagers broadcast their brand allegiances over social media.
Tourists flock to Rodeo Drive to have their pictures taken in front of luxury stores. Soccer moms switch from
minivans to SUVs to hybrids, while hip beer connoisseurs flaunt their knack for distinguishing a Kölsch
from a pilsner. How did this pervasive desire for "cool" emerge, and why is it so powerful today that it is a
prime driver of the global economy?
In Cool, the neuroscientist and philosopher Steven Quartz and the political scientist Anette Asp bring
together the latest findings in brain science, economics, and evolutionary biology to form a provocative
theory of consumerism, revealing how the brain's "social calculator" and an instinct to rebel are the crucial
missing links in understanding the motivations behind our spending habits. Applying their theory to
everything from grocery shopping to the near-religious devotion of Harley-Davidson fans, Quartz and Asp
explore how the brain's ancient decision-making machinery guides consumer choice. Using these
revolutionary insights, they show how we use products to advertise ourselves to others in an often
unconscious pursuit of social esteem. Surprising at every turn, Cool will change the way you think about
money, status, desire, and choice.
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From reader reviews:

David Binkley:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Cool: How the
Brain's Hidden Quest for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes Our World? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Harold Scott:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Cool: How
the Brain's Hidden Quest for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes Our World is kind of book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Philip Martin:

The actual book Cool: How the Brain's Hidden Quest for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes Our World
will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Cool: How the Brain's Hidden
Quest for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes Our World is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Rosemary Robinson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Cool: How the Brain's Hidden Quest
for Cool Drives Our Economy and Shapes Our World, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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