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Daria Frezza covers six tumultuous decades of transatlantic history to examine how European theories of
mass politics and crowd psychology influenced American social scientists' perception of crowds, mobs,
democratic "people," and its leadership. In the last decades of the nineteenth century, the development of an
urban-industrial mass society and the disordered influx of millions of immigrants required a redefinition of
these important categories in American public discourse. Frezza shows how in the Atlantic crossing of ideas
American social scientists reelaborated the European theories of crowd psychology and the racial theories
then in fashion. Theorists made a sharp distinction between the irrationality of the crowd, including
lynchings, and the rationality of the democratic "public."

However, this paradigm of a rational Anglo-Saxon male public in opposition to irrational mobs--traditionally
considered to be composed of women, children, "savages"--was challenged by the reality of southern lynch
mobs made up of white Anglo-Saxons, people who used mob violence as an instrument of subjugation over
an allegedly inferior race. After World War I, when the topic of eugenics and immigration restrictions
ignited the debate of exclusion/inclusion regarding U.S. citizenship, Franz Boas's work provided a significant
counterbalance to the biased language of race. Furthermore, the very concept of democracy was questioned
from many points of view.

During the Depression years, social scientists such as John Dewey critically analyzed the democratic system
in comparison to European dictatorships. The debate then acquired an international dimension. In the
"ideological rearmament of America" on the eve of World War II, social scientists criticized Nazi racism but
at the same time stressed how racism was also deeply rooted in America. This is a fresh and provocative look
at the parallels between the emergence of America as a world power and the maturing of the new discipline
of social science.
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From reader reviews:

Jared Hoskins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's why, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Leader and the Crowd:
Democracy in American Public Discourse, 1880-1941 book as nice and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Joseph Wood:

This The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in American Public Discourse, 1880-1941 is great publication
for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or
we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in American Public
Discourse, 1880-1941 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Marylou Beauregard:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top record in your reading list is actually The Leader and the Crowd: Democracy in American Public
Discourse, 1880-1941. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Anna Hart:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Leader and the Crowd:
Democracy in American Public Discourse, 1880-1941.
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