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Most people with any interest in the English language know that it has the worst alphabetic spelling system
in the world. What they don't know in any great detail, however, is how this sorry situation came about. They
don't know, for instance, that a 17th-century English schoolmaster named Edmund Coote had a major role.
And they might be surprised at the parts played by greed, intentional complexity, and downright blunders.
With this in mind, Niall McLeod Waldman has written Spelling Dearest. This book chronicles, in an
irreverent and satirical way, the major happenings and minor annoyances that together form the history of
English spelling. Starting with the Anglo-Saxon invasion of England in the fifth century, the book threads its
way through such noted historical events as the Renaissance, the Great Vowel Shift, and the birth of the
American dictionary. It shows the links spelling has with great individuals such as Noah Webster and Ben
Franklin. And not-so-great individuals such as Angus McLaughlin, who once said about English spelling, "If
it were any better, it would be rotten." Scattered throughout the book are illustrative charts, transcripts of
famous documents, and comical caricatures of the key people involved in this intriguing history. Spelling
Dearest is informative, insightful, outrageously contemptuous, and witty. It was written to appeal to anyone
who enjoys the challenge of, or has been frustrated by, English spelling - which covers just about everyone
who can read or write! A must-read for English language, history, or humor buffs.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Spelling Dearest: The Down and
Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Jason Nunez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Spelling Dearest: The Down and
Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Pamela Adair:

This Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling is great book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can
say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Ronald Dotson:

Beside that Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community.
It is good thing to have Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
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