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How did the affliction we now know as insanity move from a religious phenomenon to a medical one? How
did social class, gender, and ethnicity affect the experience of mental trauma and the way psychiatrists
diagnosed and treated patients? In answering these questions, this important volume mines the rich and
unusually detailed records of one of Germany's first modern insane asylums, the Eberbach Asylum in the
duchy of Nassau. It is a book on the historical relationship between madness and modernity that both builds
upon and challenges Michel Foucault's landmark work on this topic, a bold study that gives generous
consideration to madness from the patient's perspective while also shedding new light on sexuality, politics,
and antisemitism in nineteenth-century Germany. Drawing on the case records of several hundred asylum
patients, Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern Madness reconstructs the encounters of state officials and
medical practitioners with peasant madness and deviancy during a transitional period in the history of both
Germany and psychiatry. As author Ann Goldberg explains, this era witnessed the establishment of
psychiatry as a legitimate medical specialty during a time of social upheaval, as Germany underwent the shift
toward a capitalist order and the modern state. Focusing on such "illnesses" as religious madness,
nymphomania, and masturbatory insanity, as well as the construct of Jewishness, she probes the daily
encounters in which psychiatric categories were applied, experienced, and resisted within the settings of
family, village, and insane asylum. The book is a model of microhistory, breaking new ground in the
historiography of psychiatry as it synthetically applies approaches from "the history of everyday life,"
anthropology, poststructuralism, and feminist studies. In contrast to earlier, anecdotal studies of "the asylum
patient," Goldberg employs diagnostic patterns to illuminate the ways
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From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Sex, Religion, and the
Making of Modern Madness: The Eberbach Asylum and German Society, 1815-1849? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Walter Cornwell:

The e-book untitled Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern Madness: The Eberbach Asylum and German
Society, 1815-1849 is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Sex, Religion, and the Making
of Modern Madness: The Eberbach Asylum and German Society, 1815-1849 from the publisher to make you
a lot more enjoy free time.

Roger Borquez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern
Madness: The Eberbach Asylum and German Society, 1815-1849 book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still skepticism Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern Madness: The Eberbach Asylum
and German Society, 1815-1849 as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Doris Whobrey:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern Madness: The Eberbach Asylum and
German Society, 1815-1849 we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life with that book Sex, Religion, and the Making of Modern Madness: The Eberbach



Asylum and German Society, 1815-1849. You can more attractive than now.
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