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Although the Second World War ended sixty years ago, there are till untold stories waiting to be heard:
stories not only of diplomats and soldiers but also of refugees, camp inmates and ordinary peopleliving in
occupied territories, stories of women's and children's lives as well as those of men.

In Hard Labour the forgotten voices of a group of young women who left Latviain 1944 are captured,
telling the story of their flight from the advancing Soviet Army, their difficult journeys across central
Europe, their lives as displaced people in Allied camps in Germany and finally their refuge in Britain.

Hard work is at the centre of these stories, as the women became 'volunteer' workers, first for the Nazi war
effort and then as labourers in the British post-war reconstruction plan. In what has been described as a
'venemous postscript' to the War, the fit and able amongst the vast homeless and often statel ess popul ation
that fetched up in camps run by the Allies in war-devastated Germany were recruited by western states as
labourers. Great Britain was the first nation to recruit displaced persons, offering jobsin hospitals and private
homes as domestic workers and in the textile industry to young single women (and later men) from Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia, and other once independent states. Many of these women spent the rest of their lives
in Britain, longing to return to their homelands but independence came too late for many of them.

At the centre of Hard Labour are the lives of twenty-five now elderly Latvia women who came to Britain
between 1946 and 1949. Their memories are placed in the context of recent work in feminist history,
illuminating debates about displacement and loss as well as the transformation of women's livesin post-war
Britain.
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From reader reviews:
Kirk Fonseca;

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
whileisreading. Sure, by reading abook your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other ishigh. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Hard Labour: The Forgotten
Voices of Latvian Migrant 'V olunteer' Workers (Ucl S) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Robin Curtin:

Reading a book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you alot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Hard
Labour: The Forgotten Voices of Latvian Migrant 'Volunteer' Workers (Ucl S), you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

James Hose:

Why? Because this Hard Labour: The Forgotten Voices of Latvian Migrant 'V olunteer' Workers (Ucl S) isan
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you alot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | had been you | will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Justin Belz:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Hard Labour: The Forgotten Voices of Latvian
Migrant 'Volunteer' Workers (Ucl S) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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