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Glory and Agony is the first history of the shifting attitudes toward national sacrifice in Hebrew culture over
the last century. Its point of departure is Zionism's obsessive preoccupation with its haunting "primal scene"
of sacrifice, the near-sacrifice of Isaac, as evidenced in wide-ranging sources from the domains of literature,
art, psychology, philosophy, and politics. By placing these sources in conversation with twentieth-century
thinking on human sacrifice, violence, and martyrdom, this study draws a complex picture that provides
multiple, sometimes contradictory insights into the genesis and gender of national sacrifice.

Extending back over two millennia, this study unearths retellings of biblical and classical narratives of
sacrifice, both enacted and aborted, voluntary and violent, male and female—Isaac, Ishmael, Jephthah's
daughter, Iphigenia, Jesus. Glory and Agony traces the birth of national sacrifice out of the ruins of religious
martyrdom, exposing the sacred underside of Western secularism in Israel as elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Perkins:

The knowledge that you get from Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford
Studies in Jewish History and C) is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Glory and
Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and
National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) instantly.

Jose Enriquez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and
National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Dixie Santiago:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short time
to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be go through. Glory and
Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

David Baxter:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and
National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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