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Emil du Bois-Reymond is the most important forgotten intellectual of the nineteenth century. In his own time
(1818--1896) du Bois-Reymond grew famous in his native Germany and beyond for his groundbreaking
research in neuroscience and his provocative addresses on politics and culture. This biography by Gabriel
Finkelstein draws on personal papers, published writings, and contemporary responses to tell the story of a
major scientific figure. Du Bois-Reymond's discovery of the electrical transmission of nerve signals, his
innovations in laboratory instrumentation, and his reductionist methodology all helped lay the foundations of
modern neuroscience.In addition to describing the pioneering experiments that earned du Bois-Reymond a
seat in the Prussian Academy of Sciences and a professorship at the University of Berlin, Finkelstein
recounts du Bois-Reymond's family origins, private life, public service, and lasting influence. Du Bois-
Reymond's public lectures made him a celebrity. In talks that touched on science, philosophy, history, and
literature, he introduced Darwin to German students (triggering two days of debate in the Prussian
parliament); asked, on the eve of the Franco-Prussian War, whether France had forfeited its right to exist;
and proclaimed the mystery of consciousness, heralding the age of doubt. The first modern biography of du
Bois-Reymond in any language, this book recovers an important chapter in the history of science, the history
of ideas, and the history of Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Esters:

The book Emil du Bois-Reymond: Neuroscience, Self, and Society in Nineteenth-Century Germany
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Emil
du Bois-Reymond: Neuroscience, Self, and Society in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Transformations:
Studies in the History of Science and Technology)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Emil du Bois-Reymond: Neuroscience, Self, and Society in Nineteenth-Century Germany
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) has simple shape however you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Robert Cobb:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Emil du
Bois-Reymond: Neuroscience, Self, and Society in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Transformations: Studies
in the History of Science and Technology) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

John Morris:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Emil du Bois-Reymond:
Neuroscience, Self, and Society in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Transformations: Studies in the History of
Science and Technology) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Elbert Gibson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except



your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Emil du Bois-Reymond: Neuroscience,
Self, and Society in Nineteenth-Century Germany (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and
Technology).
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