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“Keep your government hands off my Medicare!” Such comments spotlight a central question animating
Suzanne Mettler’s provocative and timely book: why are many Americans unaware of government social
benefits and so hostile to them in principle, even though they receive them? The Obama administration has
been roundly criticized for its inability to convey how much it has accomplished for ordinary citizens.
Mettler argues that this difficulty is not merely a failure of communication; rather it is endemic to the
formidable presence of the “submerged state.”

In recent decades, federal policymakers have increasingly shunned the outright disbursing of benefits to
individuals and families and favored instead less visible and more indirect incentives and subsidies, from tax
breaks to payments for services to private companies. These submerged policies, Mettler shows, obscure the
role of government and exaggerate that of the market. As a result, citizens are unaware not only of the
benefits they receive, but of the massive advantages given to powerful interests, such as insurance companies
and the financial industry. Neither do they realize that the policies of the submerged state shower their
largest benefits on the most affluent Americans, exacerbating inequality. Mettler analyzes three Obama
reforms—student aid, tax relief, and health care—to reveal the submerged state and its consequences,
demonstrating how structurally difficult it is to enact policy reforms and even to obtain public recognition for
achieving them. She concludes with recommendations for reform to help make hidden policies more visible
and governance more comprehensible to all Americans.

The sad truth is that many American citizens do not know how major social programs work—or even
whether they benefit from them. Suzanne Mettler’s important new book will bring government policies back
to the surface and encourage citizens to reclaim their voice in the political process.
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Submerged State: How Invisible
Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) book as this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Elida Allman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American
Democracy (Chicago Studies in American Politics), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Jamey Norton:

This The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal
it facts accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read
the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Submerged
State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So
, this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Samuel Crader:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From



the book The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The Submerged State: How Invisible
Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in American Politics). You can
more attractive than now.
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