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Works created in the period from the Babylonian conquest of Judea through the takeover and rule of Judea
and Samaria by imperial Persia reveal a profound interest in the religious responses of individuals and an
intimate engagement with the nature of personal experience. Using the rich and varied body of literature
preserved in the Hebrew Bible, Susan Niditch examines ways in which followers of Yahweh, participating in
long-standing traditions, are shown to privatize and personalize religion. Their experiences remain relevant
to many of the questions we still ask today: Why do bad things happen to good people? Does God hear me
when I call out in trouble? How do I define myself? Do I have a personal relationship with a divine being?
How do I cope with chaos and make sense of my experience? What roles do material objects and private
practices play within my religious life? These questions deeply engaged the ancient writers of the Bible, and
they continue to intrigue contemporary people who try to find meaning in life and to make sense of the
world.
 
The Responsive Self studies a variety of phenomena, including the use of first-person speech, seemingly
autobiographic forms and orientations, the emphasis on individual responsibility for sin, interest in the
emotional dimensions of biblical characters, and descriptions of self-imposed ritual. This set of interests
lends itself to exciting approaches in the contemporary study of religion, including the concept of “lived
religion,” and involves understanding and describing what people actually do and believe in cultures of
religion.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Responsive Self: Personal Religion in Biblical
Literature of the Neo-Babylonian and Persian Periods (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Edward Foland:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Responsive
Self: Personal Religion in Biblical Literature of the Neo-Babylonian and Persian Periods (The Anchor Yale
Bible Reference Library) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The
particular book untitled The Responsive Self: Personal Religion in Biblical Literature of the Neo-Babylonian
and Persian Periods (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library)is the main one of several books that will
everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Fern Marshall:

The publication untitled The Responsive Self: Personal Religion in Biblical Literature of the Neo-
Babylonian and Persian Periods (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) is the e-book that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Responsive Self: Personal Religion in Biblical Literature of
the Neo-Babylonian and Persian Periods (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

James Bouchard:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Responsive Self: Personal Religion in Biblical
Literature of the Neo-Babylonian and Persian Periods (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) why



because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.
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