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A Turning Point in American History, the Beating of U.S. Senator Charles Sumner and the Beginning
of the War Over Slavery
Early in the afternoon of May 22, 1856, ardent pro-slavery Congressman Preston S. Brooks of South
Carolina strode into the United States Senate Chamber in Washington, D.C., and began beating renowned
anti-slavery Senator Charles Sumner with a gold-topped walking cane. Brooks struck again and again—more
than thirty times across Sumner’s head, face, and shoulders—until his cane splintered into pieces and the
helpless Massachusetts senator, having nearly wrenched his desk from its fixed base, lay unconscious and
covered in blood. It was a retaliatory attack. Forty-eight hours earlier, Sumner had concluded a speech on the
Senate floor that had spanned two days, during which he vilified Southern slaveowners for violence
occurring in Kansas, called Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois a “noise-some, squat, and nameless animal,” and
famously charged Brooks’s second cousin, South Carolina Senator Andrew Butler, as having “a mistress. . .
who ugly to others, is always lovely to him. . . . I mean, the harlot, Slavery.” Brooks not only shattered his
cane during the beating, but also destroyed any pretense of civility between North and South.
One of the most shocking and provocative events in American history, the caning convinced each side that
the gulf between them was unbridgeable and that they could no longer discuss their vast differences of
opinion regarding slavery on any reasonable level.The Caning: The Assault That Drove America to Civil
War tells the incredible story of this transformative event. While Sumner eventually recovered after a
lengthy convalescence, compromise had suffered a mortal blow. Moderate voices were drowned out
completely; extremist views accelerated, became intractable, and locked both sides on a tragic collision
course.
The caning had an enormous impact on the events that followed over the next four years: the meteoric rise of
the Republican Party and Abraham Lincoln; the Dred Scott decision; the increasing militancy of
abolitionists, notably John Brown’s actions; and the secession of the Southern states and the founding of the
Confederacy. As a result of the caning, the country was pushed, inexorably and unstoppably, to war. Many
factors conspired to cause the Civil War, but it was the caning that made conflict and disunion unavoidable
five years later.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Caning: The Assault That
Drove America to Civil War is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Steve Teegarden:

This book untitled The Caning: The Assault That Drove America to Civil War to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from
your list.

Bessie Kraft:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Caning: The Assault That Drove America to Civil War.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Patricia Rivera:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Caning: The Assault That Drove America to
Civil War or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes The Caning: The Assault That Drove America to Civil War to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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