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Blessed Events explores how women who give birth at home use religion to make sense of their births and in
turn draw on their birthing experiences to bring meaning to their lives and families. Pamela Klassen
introduces a surprisingly diverse group of women, in their own words, while also setting their birth stories
within wider social, political, and economic contexts. In doing so, she emerges with a study that disrupts
conventional views of both childbirth and religion by blurring assumed divisions between conservative and
feminist women and by taking childbirth seriously as a religious act.

Most American women who have a choice give birth in a hospital and request pain medication. Yet enough
women choose and advocate unmedicated home birth--and do so for carefully articulated reasons, social
resistance among them--to constitute a movement. Klassen investigates why women whose religious
affiliations range from Old Order Amish to Reform Judaism to goddess-centered spirituality defy majority
opinion, the medical establishment, and sometimes the law to have their babies at home. In considering their
interpretations--including their critiques of the dominant medical model of childbirth and their views on
labor pain--she examines the kinds of agency afforded to or denied women as they derive religious meanings
from childbirth. Throughout, she identifies tensions and affinities between feminist and traditionalist
appraisals of the symbolic meaning of birth and the power of women.

What does home birth--a woman-centered movement working to return birth to women's control--mean in
practice for women's gender and religious identities? Is this supreme valuing of procreation and motherhood
constraining, or does it open up new realms of cultural and social power for women? By asking these
questions while remaining cognizant of religion's significance, Blessed Events challenges both feminist and
traditionalist accounts of childbearing while broadening our understanding of how religion is ''lived'' in
contemporary America.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Blessed Events:
Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Brian Rocha:

The book Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology)
has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

May Davidson:

The reason? Because this Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in
Cultural Sociology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

James Weil:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Blessed Events: Religion and Home
Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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