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An authoritative guide to the rise of the Islamic State and its senior |eadership.

How did the Islamic State grow from regional terrorist group to a brutal multinational bureaucratic machine?
What are its goals? How can it be stopped?

In 2014 the Islamic State seemingly appeared out of nowhere, routing Iragi forces, conquering Irag's second-
largest city, boldly announcing the establishment of a caliphate, and declaring itself the ISlamic State (1S).
Today, IS controls thousands of square miles and is attempting to govern millions of people.

In this definitive guide to the Islamic State and its senior leadership, Charles R. Lister traces its roots from
the release of its notorious father figure, Abu Musab al-Zargawi, from a Jordanian prison and the group's
formation in Afghanistan in the late-1990s, and finally to its stunning maturation in Irag and Syria.

The West knows IS through its unrelenting propaganda war, with its deft use of social media and videos of
horrific acts. Lister shares details of |S's sophisticated revenue machine, attempts at governing, and its
formidable military.

With I'S knocking on the doors of Lebanon, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia, Lister's portrait helps us understand
what to expect next and recommends a course of action to defeat 1S, extinguish extremism, and encourage a
tolerant Islam across the Middle East.

This book includes a Who's Who in the Islamic State's senior |eadership.
From the foreword by Ahmed Rashid

"The Islamic State is the best basic understanding available of the ISIS phenomena and how to deal with it."
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From reader reviews:
Patrick Myers:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated thisfor awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Islamic State: A Brief
Introduction book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Frances Coffey:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Islamic State: A Brief Introduction is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
inthisera

Constance Argueta:

Why? Because this The Islamic State: A Brief Introduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | had been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Sandra Fritz:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people lovesto study a book. When you learn a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Islamic State: A
Brief Introduction will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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