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A native of Nashville and the son of former slaves, William Edmondson (1872 - 1951) was the first African
American artist to be featured in a solo show at New York's Museum of Modern Art (1937). For this
exhibition MoMA director Alfred Barr remarked, "Usually the naïve artist works in the easier medium of
painting. Edmondson, however, has chosen to work in limestone, which he attacks with extraordinary
courage and directness, to carve out simple, emphatic forms." Robert Bishop, the late director of the Museum
of American Folk Art, declared Edmondson to be "one of the outstanding folk carvers--if not the outstanding
one--of the twentieth century."

Edmondson's first works were memorial gravestones. Later he created animal, human, and celestial figures.
His carvings were inspired by his faith, community, and culture. He told the story of how God spoke to him.
"I was out in the driveway with some old pieces of stone when I heard a voice telling me to pick up my tools
and start to work on a tombstone. I looked up in the sky and right there in the noon daylight He hung a
tombstone out for me to make."

Showcasing Edmondson's sculpture and placing it in the mainstream of American art for the first time, this
lavishly illustrated volume accompanies a traveling exhibition organized by the Cheekwood Museum of Art
in Nashville. In new interpretations that challenge long-held views about Edmondson's artistic naieveté, the
essays emphasize his profound and intimate connection to his community and its traditions. Adding
immeasurably to the understanding of Edmondson's art are photographs by Edward Weston, Louise Dahl-
Wolfe, and Consuelo Kanaga that show the artist in his community and his workplace.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Nystrom:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Art of William
Edmondson will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Martin Norwood:

The book untitled The Art of William Edmondson contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Ida Acord:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Art of William Edmondson. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.

Tammy Dorris:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Art of William Edmondson can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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