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Though not traditionally thought of as strategic natural resources, glaciers are a crucial part of our global
ecosystem playing a fundamental role in the sustaining of life around the world. Comprising three quarters of
the world's freshwater, they freeze in the winter and melt in the summer, supplying a steady flow of water for
agriculture, livestock, industry and human consumption. The white of glacier surfaces reflect sunrays which
otherwise warm our planet. Without them, many of the planet's rivers would run dry shortly after the winter
snow-melt. A single mid-sized glacier in high mountain environments of places like California, Argentina,
India, Kyrgyzstan, or Chile can provide an entire community with a sustained flow of drinking water for
generations. On the other hand, when global temperatures rise, not only does glacier ice wither away into the
oceans and cease to act as water reservoirs, but these massive ice bodies can become highly unstable and
collapse into downstream environments, resulting in severe natural events like glacier tsunamis and other
deadly environmental catastrophes. But despite their critical role in environmental sustainability, glaciers
often exist well outside our environmental consciousness, and they are mostly unprotected from atmospheric
impacts of global warming or from soot deriving from transportation emissions, or from certain types of
industrial activity such as mining, which has been shown to have devastating consequences for glacier
survival.

Glaciers: The Politics of Ice is a scientific, cultural, and political examination of the cryosphere -- the earth's
ice -- and the environmental policies that are slowly emerging to protect it. Jorge Daniel Taillant discusses
the debates and negotiations behind the passage of the world's first glacier-protection law in the mid-2000s,
and reveals the tension that quickly arose between industry, politicians, and environmentalists when an
international mining company proposed dynamiting three glaciers to get at gold deposits underneath. The
book is a quest to educate general society about the basic science behind glaciers, outlines current and future
risks to their preservation, and reveals the intriguing politics behind glacier melting debates over policies and
laws to protect the resource. Taillant also makes suggestions on what can be done to preserve these crucial
sources of fresh water, from both a scientific and policymaking standpoint.

Glaciers is a new window into one of the earth's most crucial and yet most ignored natural resources, and a
call to reawaken our interest in the world's changing climate.
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From reader reviews:

Deana Broom:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Glaciers: The Politics of Ice is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Stephen Ross:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Glaciers: The Politics of Ice why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ross Fletcher:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. Glaciers: The Politics of Ice can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.

Henry Jones:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Glaciers: The Politics of Ice can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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