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The pantheon of big-budget, commercially successful films encompasses a range of genres, including
biblical films, war films, romances, comic-book adaptations, animated features, and historical epics. In
Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History authors Sheldon Hall and Steve Neale discuss the
characteristics, history, and modes of distribution and exhibition that unite big-budget pictures, from their
beginnings in the late nineteenth century to the present. Moving chronologically, the authors examine the
roots of today's blockbuster in the "feature," "special," "superspecial," "roadshow," "epic," and "spectacle" of
earlier eras, with special attention to the characteristics of each type of picture.

In the first section, Hall and Neale consider the beginnings of features, specials, and superspecials in
American cinema, as the terms came to define not the length of a film but its marketable stars or larger
budget. The second section investigates roadshowing as a means of distributing specials and the changes to
the roadshow that resulted from the introduction of synchronized sound in the 1920s.

In the third section, the authors examine the phenomenon of epics and spectacles that arose from films like
Gone with the Wind, Samson and Deliliah, and Spartacus and continues to evolve today in films like Spider-
Man and Pearl Harbor. Hall and Neale consider advances in visual and sound technology and the effects and
costs they introduced to the industry.

Scholars of film and television studies as well as readers interested in the history of American moviemaking
will enjoy Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dougherty:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important usually. The book Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History: Contemporary
Approaches to Film and Television had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Epics, Spectacles, and
Blockbusters: A Hollywood History: Contemporary Approaches to Film and Television is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Epics, Spectacles, and
Blockbusters: A Hollywood History: Contemporary Approaches to Film and Television. You never really
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Julie Tice:

This Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History: Contemporary Approaches to Film and
Television usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this
Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History: Contemporary Approaches to Film and
Television can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History: Contemporary Approaches to
Film and Television forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jill Williams:

This book untitled Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History: Contemporary Approaches to
Film and Television to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this reserve from your list.

Danny Jarosz:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History:
Contemporary Approaches to Film and Television why because the great cover that make you consider with



regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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